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Among the issues addressed in discussions of family dissolution is the requirement
for a returning wife to remain in the marital home, as mandated in Surah al-Talag.
The verse provides a single exception—when the woman commits fahishah
mubayyinah (“a clear act of indecency”). However, jurists differ on the precise
meaning of this term, interpreting it variously as offenses against the spouse and
family, acts violating sexual chastity, or rebellion against the Imam. Using a
descriptive—analytical method and drawing upon Qur’anic verses, transmitted
narrations, and the opinions of leading jurists, this study explores these divergent
interpretations. It concludes that fahishah mubayyinah in the Qur’an signifies any
manifestly obscene act prohibited by Islamic law. Nevertheless, within the context of
this verse—constituting an exception to the general obligation of residence—the
term does not encompass every form of sin. Rather, it specifically refers to conduct
that either infringes upon the rights of the husband or family by causing tangible
harm, or constitutes an offense subject to #add punishment, requiring the woman’s
temporary departure for its enforcement. Consequently, the commission of other
sinful acts does not annul the divorced woman’s right to remain in her marital home.
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