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This research investigates the scholarly debate regarding whether the Prophet
Muhammad and the infallible Imams of Shia Islam employed ljtihad (independent
legal reasoning) to derive and clarify religious rulings. While some Sunni jurists
argue that the Prophet practiced ljtihad extensively, a significant majority of both
Sunni and Imami scholars maintain its impermissibility for the Ahl al-Bayt. This
study proposes a nuanced distinction between “specific |jtihad”—which is deemed
impermissible—and “general ljtihad.” The research contends that the latter was not
only permissible but frequently utilized by the Ahl al-Bayt to demonstrate
jurisprudential methodologies, validate the divine origins of their rulings, and rectify
interpretive errors within the Muslim community. Through a critical analysis of
existing scholarly perspectives, this paper provides evidence to substantiate the
concept and necessity of general ljtihad as a vital tool in their divinely guided legal
framework.
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