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N

of Shia is to clarify the religious ruIian needed by humans.
However, there are differentiwiewpoints among the jurists of both
sects regarding whether they utilized{he method of ljtihad and the
derivation of rulings from religious texts in understanding and
explainingureligious rulings. Some Sunni jurists believe that Ijtihad
was permissible for theyMessenger of God and that he performed
ljtihad in numerousiinstances to explain religious rulings. In contrast,
some Sunni jurists and th&@majority of Imami jurists have considered
ljtihad by the Messenger of ,God and the infallible Imams
impermissible “and have denied its occurrence by them. Another
view, supporte(in this research, is that Ijtihad can be differentiated
into two types:.specific ljtihad and general ljtihad. Specific Ijtihad
was not permissible for the Ahl al-Bayt, and this action did not occur
on their part. However, general ljtihad was permissible for this
family and occurred in many instances with specific goals such as
teaching,the method of deriving rulings from the Quran, proving the
divine origin of rulings issued by them, and correcting the errors of
some Muslims in understanding rulings from the Quran. This
research discusses the aforementioned viewpoints, critiques some of
them, and presents and proves the latter viewpoint with multiple
pieces of evidence
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