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Islamic penal ordinances represent one of'the most eontentiols areas in jurisprudential
and legal studies and have been challenged by a number of contemporary reformist
thinkers. Adopting modern approaches, these thinkérs have advanced arguments for
the temporary and mutable nature of punishments prescribed by the Shari‘ah. They
posit that the ordinances of hudiid (fixed punishments), gisas (retribution), and diyat
(blood money) were not acts of universal legislation but were rather a mechanism to
justly and ethically contain the practice,of retaliatory vengeance prevalent among the
Arabs of that era. Based on this‘premiise, they contend that the era for implementing
hudid has passed, as these punishments conflict with contemporary norms, and that
their modification is necessarysin light of current developments and conditions. This
paper undertakes an analytical examination of hudad to demonstrate their perpetual
and'non-contingent Iegalﬂt?ﬂus. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology with
library-basedresources, the research finds that the hudid punishments explicitly
stipulated in theyHoly Qut’an‘and authentic narrations (riwayat) were intended as
enduring laws. This conclusion is based on their inherent functions, including crime
prevention, deterrence, the safeguarding of fundamental rights, the establishment of
public security. and order, the universal application of justice, and the prevention of
despair among victims of crime. The study concludes that these punishments were
instituted as perpetual legislation, not as a temporary measure designed merely to curb
the custems of pre-Islamic vengeance.
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