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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The principle of Nafy al-Sabil (denial of domination) constitutes one of the most
foundational and operative doctrines in Islamic jurisprudence and within the legal—
political structure of the Islamic Republic. It negates any form of non-Muslim
authority or superiority over Muslims, whether at the individual, communal, or
institutional levels. Accordingly, it prohibits dependence on non-Muslims in
positions that might result in their dominance over Muslims. his study critically
revisits the final clause of verse 141 of Sirat al-Nisa —the principal textual basis for
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Received: 02 April 2025 this rule—through both classical and contemporary lenses. By reassessing exegetical
Revised: 27 July 2025 interpretations and juristic opinions alongside modern empirical contexts, the
Accepted: 24 September 2025 research identifies interpretive shifts and reconstructs the doctrinal boundaries of the
Published online: 18 March 2026 principle. The analysis leads to a renewed hermeneutic understanding, proposing that

an Islamic government, operating within its legitimate jurisdiction and in harmony
with Shari‘ah objectives, may benefit from the expertise of non-Muslims in

:(eyV\{ords: addressing national needs and advancing collective welfare. Such cooperation,
’\rlnpo_smlgs bil particularly in scientific and technological domains that reinforce the strength and
afyi-al-Sabi dignity of Islam and the Muslim community, does not contravene the essence of

Erlltru§ting Authority to Non-Muslims oty 31477 but rather aligns with its higher objectives of preserving independence,
Islamic Governance. empowerment, and communal honor.
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