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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

One branch of the discussion on revenge concerns retaliation against a person’s
killer. If a third party Kills someone entitled to exact revenge—without the
permission of either the ruler or the guardian—and subsequently expresses consent
after the fact, jurists differ on the ruling. The majority of classical jurists hold that the
killer is subject to gisas (retribution) for taking a life and must also pay the blood
money (diyah). In contrast, some contemporary jurists argue that the case involves
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Article History: doubt, invoking the Dara’a principle (the rule of avoiding punishment in cases of
Received: 28 January 2024 uncertainty). Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article concludes that
Revised: 20 July 2025 applying suspicion and the Dara’a principle in such cases is highly contested. Given
Accepted: 28 July 2025 the explicit guidance of the Qur’an (Surah Al-Isra, verse 33) and Article 219 of the

Published online 21 September 2025 Islamic Penal Code, a person who usurps the ruler’s authority and kills without a
legitimate claim to vengeance is liable to retribution. Therefore, the prevailing
opinion affirming qisas against the murderer is reinforced.
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